
RAIDERS WIN IN DOUBLE OVERTIME 

MOVE ON TO DISTRICT III SEMIS 
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Regulation high school basketball games are scheduled for 32 minutes, with most 

contests being decided in that time frame. Middletown’s clash with visiting Bishop 

McDevitt in the quarterfinals of the District III-AAAA post-season playoffs took a 

bit longer. In fact, it took two overtimes before the outcome was finally settled. 

In the end, it was the Blue Raiders who prevailed 78-71 in the season’s third 

meeting between the two Capital Division opponents which was held on Thursday, 

March 4, 2021. With the victory, the Blue Raiders earned another meeting with yet 

another division competitor, the Susquehanna Township Indians, in the semi-finals 

this week. While the Raiders and Crusaders had split their two games this season 

before meeting once again on Thursday, the Middletown team was victorious in 

both matchups with the Indians during the regular season. The winner will move 

on to the District championship game on Thursday.   

Last week’s showdown with Bishop McDevitt turned out to be as exciting as 

anyone could hope for. Both teams went at each other with a lot of passion, talent 

and desire and it was no real surprise that it took the two, extra four-minute periods 

to settle the dispute.  It was a game of lead changes and temporary advantages for 

both teams that ended in a 60-60 draw at the end of regulation. And, it was still 

knotted up at 67-67 at the close of the first overtime. The Blue Raiders, however, 

finally took control with an all-important four-point lead with 1:10 left in the 

second extra session that led to the winning effort.   

McDevitt took a 10-8 lead by the end of the first period but the Raiders forged 

ahead with a dominating run in the second. Derek Wall’s two free throws tied the 

score just five seconds in but McDevitt went back on top on a goal by Lek Powell 

20 seconds later. Tony Powell’s layup off a block by Tajae Broadie, however, 

jump started a 14-0 run that pushed the Middletown five up to a commanding 24-

12 lead with 2:42 left. In that run the Raiders converted three McDevitt turnovers 

and a pair of misses into goals by Tymir Jackson, Powell and Tate Leach and the 

home team had a comfortable lead.  But the lead did not hold up as the Crusaders 

came charging back. Closing out the first half with a 10-2 scoring advantage the 

visitors pulled to within four points, 26-22, at the break.   



The Crusaders continued that surge into the second half and fought their way to a 

33-30 lead with just over 4 minutes left in the third quarter. The Blue Raiders tried 

to get themselves back on track but McDevitt’s lead grew to 44-34 with 1:13 left. 

The Middletown side did pull itself together in the final minute and a running 3-

point jumper by Jackson at the buzzer gave the home team a much-needed lift.  

Down 47-43 heading into the final frame the Raiders fought back. A pair of free 

throws by Broadie with 5:31 left edged the Raiders back in front 51-49 before the 

Crusaders hit back-to-back treys and a pair of foul shots to retake the lead 57-51 at 

the midway point of the fourth quarter. Broadie made two more free throws to 

break the string and went back door off a dish by T.J. Daniels following a goal by 

Jackson that tied the score at 57-57 with 2:50 on the clock. Following a miss by the 

guests Broadie scored again to make it a 59-57 lead. Then with a 60-58 edge on the 

scoreboard the Raiders tried to hang on in the final seconds. But McDevitt’s 

Tristen Waters put back a miss with just one second left, sending the game into 

overtime, the score all knotted up at 60-60.   

As luck would have it both teams scored 7 points in the first extra session to extend 

the game. Tyson Leach’s triple with 2:24 left gave the Raiders a temporary 65-62 

lead but the Crusaders answered with a trey by Kenyon Elliott. Jackson made two 

free throws with 1:42 left, but Elliott made a pair of his own at 1:34 and the session 

ended in another tie at 67-67.   

The second overtime went scoreless until Tate Leach drained a huge trey from the 

left corner off a Daniels pass with 2:02 left, a key goal that put the Raiders ahead 

for good. The Crusaders picked up two points from the foul line with 1:45 left but 

McDevitt would go scoreless following a string of misses and turnovers. Jackson 

made 3 of 4 foul shots and Broadie made 1 of 2 to extend the Middletown lead to 

75-69 with 36 seconds left before Elliott broke the string with a pair of free throws 

13 seconds later.  The Blue Raiders locked up the thrilling victory as Tate Leach 

and Broadie made three foul shots in the final 20 seconds.   

Jackson finished the contest with a game-high 31 points, Powell finished with 18 

and Broadie added 15. The Leach brothers, Wall and Daniels chipped in the other 

points in the win. Elliott led the Crusaders with 20 points.   


